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Divisions over
who should
get money

Rivals
eye tax
rebate
options

BÊyÊ ÊJÊEÊAÊNÊNÊIÊNÊEÊ ÊAÊVÊEÊRÊSÊA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Ñ The poor
are the people most likely to
spend a tax rebate, if they are
handed one in an economic
revival plan. Whether that hap-
pens depends on who prevails
Ñ the White House or the Dem-
ocrats who run Congress.

Democrats want to make sure
rebates get to more of the poor,
including those who have jobs
but earn too lit-
tle to pay
income taxes.

The idea is
the more that
people spend,
the more it will
energize an
e c o n o m y
threatening to
slide into a
recession for
the first time
since 2001.
According to
many econo-
mists, the
lower that peo-
ple are on the
income ladder,
the more prob-
able it is that
they will spend
a rebate and
spend it
quickly Ñ just
the shot for the
ailing econo-
my. These
people are
more likely to be living from one
paycheck to the next, without
other assets to draw on.

ÔÔThereÕs a risk of a downturnÕÕ
in the economy, President Bush
said Saturday in his weekly
radio address. ÔÔCongress and
my administration need to work
together to enact an economic
growth package as soon as pos-
sible,ÕÕ he said.

The White House, for now,
envisions providing one-time
rebate checks to people who pay
federal income taxes. That
would leave out millions of the
working poor, who do not make
enough to pay income taxes but
do pay Social Security and Medi-
care payroll taxes.

Families of four earning less

Families of
four
earning less
than
$24,900 a
year would
not get a
rebate
under the
White House
approach.

Economy
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Monterey Bay:Rising sea levels, powerful waves boost erosion

Beaches steadily
slipping into sea

                                                                                                                                                                                                              ORVILLE MYERS/The Herald
A wall of giant gray rocks serves as temporary protection, until a concrete seawall is built on the beach fronting MontereyÕs Ocean
Harbor House condominiums.
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Anatomy of an eroding coastline
Stilwell Hall was a revered social and entertainment center at Fort Ord until the steady
erosion of the adjoining beach forced officials to demolish it. Below, the coastline where
the officerÕs club was located is seen over the years. The hall was torn down in 2003.
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BÊyÊ ÊRÊAÊCÊHÊEÊLÊ ÊTÊOÊMÊPÊA
Herald Staff Writer

The beaches in Monterey Bay are on
the move.

In the city of Monterey, the ocean and
the beach quietly advance inland at an

average rate of 6 inches per
year, according to scientists.

But in other parts of the bay,
the creep is even farther. In
Marina, for instance, the
oceanÕs edge is moving east at
approximately 5 feet per year
on average, said Ed Thornton,
professor of oceanography at
the Naval Postgraduate School
in Monterey.

Rising sea levels, driven by
global warming, and big waves
from winter storms erode

beaches and cause the landward
creep of the shoreline.

This erosion often turns up
surprises. The heavy surf that
accompanied the storm on Jan. 4
turned up dozens of old deterio-
rating mortar shells that had
been buried in the sand near the

Salinas River during World War II.
The amount of yearly erosion adds up at

an alarming rate, especially where
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McCain big winner in S.C.
Clinton takes
popular vote

in Nevada 
BÊyÊ ÊDÊAÊVÊIÊDÊ ÊEÊSÊPÊO

Associated Press

John McCain and Mitt Rom-
ney split two states Saturday in
the race for the Republican pres-
idential nomination. Remark-
ably, Democratic rivals Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama

found a way to split just one.
McCain won a hard-fought

South Carolina primary, aveng-
ing a bitter personal defeat in a
bastion of conservatism and
gaining ground in an

unpredictable race for the
Republican presidential nomina-
tion. RomneyÕs was easier, in
little-contested Nevada
caucuses.

Clinton and Obama divided
the spoils in Democratic cau-
cuses in Nevada marred by late
charges of dirty politics, she
winning the popular vote and he
the delegate contest.

ÔÔWeÕve got a long way to go,ÕÕ
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John McCain
Gains hard-fought
win in South

Mitt Romney
Easily wins
Nevada GOP
caucus

Hillary Clinton
Democrat carries
popular vote in
Nevada

Barack Obama
Edges Clinton for
convention
delegates
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