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FarmersGrowers struggle to balance food safety with conserva

Maintaining green goods safety
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Herald Staff Writer

Eighteen months after E. coli out-
breaks shook the agricultural indus-
try, safety standards for vegetables are
still a bone of contention among farm-
ers, regulators and buyers.

Farmers lack a unified plan that bal-
ances food safety with conservation,
said Karen Heisler of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, speaking at
the recent Ecological Farming Confer-
ence at Asilomar. Some farmers say
they are frustrated they have to follow
different safety guidelines from differ-
ent buyers.

Only one of several buyers
responded to interview requests, but a

Ex Bautista. The U.S. Food and Drug
Owe grow these Crops Administration traced the strain of E.

outside, where animals roam coji to neighboring cattle ranches, but
and birds fly, not in glass it is not clear how it got from the cows

to the spinach fields.
greenhouses.O In 2007, the Western Growers Asso-
Bob Martin

ciation and the state Department of

Rio Farms general manager Food and Agriculture drafted the
Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement.
representative for the buyer says the Produce buyers N the middlemen
guidelines are essential to keep its between farmers and consumers N
products safe. signed the agreement. More than 99
In September 2006, more than 200 percent of all leafy greens in California
people in 26 states were sickened by a go to buyers named in the agreement.
particularly vicious strain of E. coli But safety rules outlined in the mar-
after eating spinach. keting agreement were too lax for
The tainted greens came from Natu- many in the produce industry, said
ral Selection Foods in San Juan Dale Coke, founder of Coke Farm in

San Juan Bautista, so some buyers
drafted their own regulations for their
suppliers.

Melanie Beretti, director of the
Monterey County Resource Conserva-
tion District, said that after the 2006
outbreak, she started hearing anec-
dotes that buyers asked farmers to
stop conservation practices on their
land.

So Beretti and a doctoral student
from University of California-Santa
Cruz surveyed more than 600 farmers
from San Mateo to Santa Barbara to
find out how widespread the conflicts
between leafy green safety guidelines
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ClintonOs lead
in state could
be shrinking
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The most recent poll that
measures presidential prefer-
ences among Latinos in Califor-
nia points to Hillary Clinton as
the big favorite.

But as Super Tuesday draws
near, Latino supporters of
Barack Obama have rallied on
his behalf, raising the question
of whether Clinton has the vote
of CaliforniaOs largest ethnic
group in her pocket.
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When the Field Poll released
its Jan. 22 edition, Latino sup-
port for the former first lady hov-
ered at 59 percent, compared to
39 percent of all California vot-
ers. Obama trailed behind at 19
percent.

When poll results were com-
pounded with ClintonOs showing
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wrangler Grant Lockie of Susanville tries to get a

in Nevada, pundits assumed the monter
candidate had all but sewn up herald c?é)m at each other.
Latino support in the state. :
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But hints that the tide could
be turning are coming from
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ndy Odom, top, of the Bureau of Land Management
Mells Joshua Polk of Santa Maria when he can load
two horses he adopted at the BLMOs adoption Saturday
at the Salinas Valley Fairgrounds in King City. Above,

harness on a horse adopted by Vern and Kay McWilliams
of Buellton. Right, horses adopted by the McWilliams nip

NorthwestOs orcas make Monterey s

Herald Staff Writer
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Maybe they wanted a change of
scenery. More likely, they were hun-
gry. For whatever reason, a pod of at
least 40 orcas, or killer whales, visited
Monterey Bay on Saturday, giving
local whale watchers a unique treat.

OThis is the same group that was marine biologist with Monterey Bay
here last Sunday, but we hadnOt seenWhale Watch. ONormally theyOre seenas

on salmon. We rarely see them this far
south, but the food supply up north is

montereyherald.con
See the online version of this
story on our Web site for a
link to killer whales
information.

looking for salmon.O

Black said the group in Monterey
Bay is the L-pod N one of three from
Puget Sound N and is recognizable by
distinct markings on their dorsal fins
and saddle patches.

OThis is a group of resident whales,
opposed to transients,O Black said. dtaylor@montereyherald.com or

bigger pods and they feed on salmon
as a group. They stay with their young

really depleted so, theyOre probably their entire lives and live in pods.O

Black said the whales came within a
mile of the Monterey Bay Aquarium
on Saturday, but headed northwest by
afternoon.

Dennis Taylor can be reached at

them since,0 said Nancy Black, a in Puget Sound, near Seattle, feeding OResidents are fish eaters, they live in 646-4344.
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Latino lawyers host
primary night mixer

he Monterey County La Raza

Lawyers Association will host a Super
Tuesday mixer from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Las Comadres Restaurant, 129 Main St.
Attendees will follow the latest election
results on TV, and cheer for their
candidates. All political affiliations
welcome. Cost is $10 for hors dOoeuvres
and no-host cocktalils.

RSVP at bzarazua@nheh.com or

jmenchaca@fentonkeller.

MEOENETEEEREEEY
Water problems topic of League
of Women Voters lunch

The League of Women Voters of the
Monterey Peninsula is hosting a
presentation titled OUrban Runoff: Old
Problem, New SolutionsO at a luncheon
meeting at noon Wednesday at the Elks
Lodge, 150 Mar Vista Drive.

Speakers will be Michael Ricker,
water resource manager for the city of
Salinas; and Elizabeth Krafft, program
manager for the Monterey County Water
Resources Agency.

The buffet lunch costs $16 and the
deadline for reservations is Tuesday.

Reservations can be e-mailed to
lwvmpca@yahoo.com, phoned in to
648-VOTE, or mailed to P.O. Box 1995,
Monterey, 93942.
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Water board to discuss winery
wastewater, stormwater plans

Wastewater discharge regulations for
wineries and the city of SalinasO
stormwater management plan will be
discussed by the Central Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board when it
meets Feb. 8 in San Luis Obispo.

The board will convene at 8:30 a.m. at
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101.
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Parks offer free planting,
stargazing, hiking activities

The Monterey Peninsula Regional
Park District is offering free activities in
February. Docents will lead hikes in
Garland Park on Saturdays and Sundays
that last from three to five hours.

Volunteers can plant native plants at
the Marina Dunes on Feb. 9. Stargazers
are invited to Garland Park at 6:15 p.m.
Feb. 15.

The park district joins the Monterey
Institute of Research and Astronomy, the
Monterey Observers group and the
Santa Cruz Astronomy Club for the
stargazing event.

For information on all events hosted
by the district, see www.mprpd.org, or
call 659-6065.

PEAECEIEFEIECE EGEREOEVEE
Monterey Peninsula Community
Awareness Day set for Saturday

The American Tin Cannery, 125
Ocean View Blvd., will play host to
Monterey Peninsula Community
Awareness Day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday. The event is free and open to
the public. .

More than 15 of the areaOs community
organizations will participate to inform
residents about the services they offer,
including Pacific Grove Parks and
Recreation, Meals on Wheels, Senior
Citizen Club, Humane Society/SPCA,
Boys and Girls Club, YMCA, Pacific
Grove Library, Lyceum of Monterey,
Salvation Army, 4-H, Monterey
Sanctuary, American Red Cross, Pacific
Grove Police Department, American
Cancer Society and WomenQOs Shelter of
Monterey.

For information, see
www.AmericanTinCannery.com or call

Volunteers needed for trash
pickup and planting at park

Volunteers are needed to pick up trash
and plant native plants along Natividad
Creek from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 9 at
Natividad Creek Park.

Three hours of community service are
available, and tools, water and snacks
will be provided.

For information, call Aaron Fox at
582-3686, or see
watershed.csumb.edu/ron/.




