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PÊAÊJÊAÊRÊO

Four killed 
in collision

Four people were killed in a head-on
collision just east of Pajaro late

Sunday, the California Highway Patrol
reported.  

A CHP officer said that in addition to
the fatalities, two people suffered serious
injuries in the accident. No word was
available late Sunday on their condition,
nor on the identities of those killed.

The crash took place shortly before 9
p.m. on San Juan Road near Allison
Road. 

Two vehicles had reportedly
overturned with several people trapped
inside, early dispatch reports said.

By 10 p.m., San Juan Road had been
closed and traffic detoured onto San
Miguel Canyon Road.

SÊAÊLÊIÊNÊAÊS

Animal park hosts family game
event; reservations required

Wild Things animal park invites
families to participate in the game ÒThe
Pride is RightÓ from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunday and Feb. 14 and 16 at 400 River
Road. 

One family will win an annual Family
Pass and a portrait with an African
elephant.

Tours will be given and refreshments
provided. Reservations are required and
space is limited. Admission is $18 for
adults and $15 for children 14 and under.

To make reservations or for
information, call 455-1901 ext. 3, or
purchase tickets at
www.wildthingsinc.com.

MÊOÊNÊTÊEÊRÊEÊY

Chinese film, talk on ChinaÕs role
in world at Golden State

The Oscar-nominated 2006 Chinese
film ÒCurse of the Golden FlowerÓ will
be shown Feb. 15 at the Golden State
Theatre, 417 Alvarado St.

The film will be preceded by a talk by
Thomas B. Gold, director of the
Berkeley China Initiative at University of
Californai-Berkeley, on ÒThe Emerging
Role of China in World Affairs, including
at the United NationsÓ at 7 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the Monterey Bay
Chapter of the United Nations
Association of the USA.

Admission is $8 general, $4 all
students with identification. 

For information, see
www.goldenstatetheatre.com

CÊAÊRÊMÊEÊLÊ ÊVÊAÊLÊLÊEÊY

Expert panel to discuss Korean
trends, problems at luncheon

The World Affairs Council of
Monterey Bay will host a panel
discussion on ÒThe Future of the Korean
PeninsulaÓ Feb. 21 at Rancho Ca–ada
Golf Club, Carmel Valley Road.

Panelists will include Dongman Han,
economic counselor, Embassy of Korea;
Andrew Ou, South Korea desk officer,
U.S. Department of State; and
Ambassador Charles Pritchard,
President of the Korea Economic
Institute.

The panelists will discuss current
trends in North Korea, including its
nuclear program; North-South economic
relations, exchanges, separated families
and the prospect for reunification.

The event begins with registration at
11:30 a.m., lunch at noon and the
discussion at 1 p.m. Auditors for the
presentation only at 1 p.m. are welcome
at no charge.

Registration forms are available at
www.wacmb.org.

PÊAÊCÊIÊFÊIÊCÊ ÊGÊRÊOÊVÊE

Last hometown sets 
Good Old Days for April

Pacific Grove will hold its 51st annual
Good Old Days festival April 12-13 in
downtown Pacific Grove, with the
countyÕs largest arts and crafts show, a
parade, the annual police motorcycle
drill team competition, live music,
carnival rides and food booths.

The festival will be held 7:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. both days along Lighthouse
Avenue downtown, beginning with a
pancake and sausage breakfast at Jewell
Park hosted by the Pacific Grove
Kiwanis Club.

Admission to the festival is free of
charge.

For information, call 373-3304 or see
www.pacificgrove.org.
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Riders sue man over horse trail
ÒPeople
would use
this trail to
get to the
village back
in a time
when a road
didnÕt 
exist.Ó
Kirk Wagner
attorney

BÊyÊ ÊLÊAÊIÊTÊHÊ ÊAÊGÊHÊA
Herald Staff Writer

Negotiating with a property owner to reopen part
of an old Carmel Valley horse trail led nowhere, so
now Carmel ValleyÕs equestrian community and the
Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District are tak-
ing their case to court.

The two groups filed a lawsuit earlier this month
against Carmel River Stables, owned by Craig Ehnisz
of Monterey, claiming Ehnisz has wrongfully blocked
use of the most direct route into Garland Ranch
Regional Park from the east Ñ a trail that has been in
use since at least 1931. 

EhniszÕs lawyer, David Balch, disputes assertions
that historical use or past declarations made by
county supervisors justify an easement or Òimplied

dedicationÓ for public use.
Kirk Wagner, attorney for Friends of the Carmel

Trail and Regional Parks, said county supervisors
agreed in 1974 to a subdivision of a 547-acre parcel
into three smaller parcels Ñ one of which being
EhniszÕs property Ñ on the condition that then-
property owner G&V Properties record a deed for a
Òriding and hiking trail easement in favor of the pub-
lic in accordance with the adopted Monterey County
Recreational Trails Plan,Ó according to a court
document.

But the easement deed refers to a parcel map in
the County RecorderÕs office that depicts much of the
trail running in the middle of the riverbed and on top

Historic use establishes public access, groups say

Please see Trail page B2
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Kelli Takikawa, store team leader at the Monterey Whole Foods, looks over the storeÕs grocery bags that are made of recyclable material.

CONTAINER CONTEST
BÊyÊ ÊRÊAÊCÊHÊEÊLÊ ÊTÊOÊMÊPÊA
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State and local government officials are tack-
ling the decades-old dilemma Ñ paper or
plastic?

Several San Francisco Bay Area cities have
banned or are poised to ban plastic bags in
major grocery stores. Could Monterey County
be next? 

ÒThe plastic bags are awful, and they kill the
marine life, and theyÕre littering everywhere,Ó
said Monterey City Councilwoman Libby
Downey.

Downey made a proposal to the council in
June to consider banning major grocery stores
from using plastic bags, but she backed off
because of litigation already brewing over the
issue.

San Francisco enacted a ban in November,
becoming the first U.S. city to ban plastic bags
in grocery stores. Oakland and Fairfax passed
similar laws but were stymied by lawsuits filed
by plastic bag manufacturers. The manufactur-
ers claim the cities violated the state Environ-
mental Quality Act because they had not
reviewed the environmental impacts of a plastic
bag ban.

The bans apply to large grocery stores and
pharmacies, although the cut-off for the
affected stores varies between cities. For exam-
ple, the city of OaklandÕs bag ban ordinance
applies to retailers with gross annual sales of $1
million.

Now, Downey says she wants to see how the
lawsuit over OaklandÕs plastic bag ban is
resolved. 

ÒIÕm still interested in it,Ó she said.
Downey said the Monterey Regional Waste

Management District is working on a model
ordinance against plastic bags. She represents
Monterey on the waste district board. If the
board likes the idea, individual cities and the
county would have to approve their own ordi-
nances, she said.

On a related front, the Santa Cruz City Coun-
cil last week banned restaurants from using

Styrofoam or other polystyrene packaging for
takeout containers. Styrofoam also poses a
threat to marine life, Downey said.

The regional waste district and the city of
Monterey are drafting a model ordinance to
outlaw the use of Styrofoam containers in res-
taurants, said city Solid Waste Program Man-
ager Angela Brantley. 

The Monterey City Council likely will vote
on the Styrofoam ban by May, and the future of
plastic bags in the city after that, Brantley said.

ÒMonterey is trying to get greener and
greener,Ó Downey said. And the city is not
alone.

Other Northern California cities, including
Berkeley, Santa Cruz and San Jose, are consid-
ering plastic bag bans. Last week, Los Angeles
County announced a plan to require grocery
stores to reduce the number of plastic bags
they use by 65 percent over the next five years.
The county would ban plastic bags altogether if
the 65 percent goal isnÕt met.

Georgia Phillips, who was shopping at the
Safeway store in North Monterey this week,
said banning plastic bags for groceries might

County takes a look
at ban on plastic

grocery bags

Mike Subotich, store front leader at the
Monterey Whole Foods, helps customer Susan
Grau of Carmel load her groceries into her own
reusable grocery bags.

Please see Bags page B2
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ItÕs not recyclable, it doesnÕt biodegrade and itÕs only use-
ful for the few minutes of transporting take-out from restau-
rant to house or desk.

ThatÕs why the Monterey Regional Waste Management
District is promoting a ban on the use of polystyrene prod-
ucts by the local food industry.

To do so, the Waste Management District is trying to get
county and city leaders on board with the idea. Members of
the agencyÕs litter abatement task force recently presented
the idea during the Monterey County Mayors Association
meeting, a monthly roundup of the countyÕs 12 mayors.

Stormy weather deterred many of the
Salinas Valley mayors from attending the
meeting on the Peninsula, said Jeff Lin-
denthal, the Waste Management DistrictÕs
public education and recycling manager.
But the audience, which included all the
Peninsula mayors and Greenfield mayor
John Huerta, was receptive to the idea,
Lindenthal said.

ÒThey listened and there was a good
discussion,Ó said Lindenthal. 

Polystyrene foam is more commonly
called Styrofoam, the trademark name of
the product made by Dow Chemical Co.
The agency wants to do away with the
substance to further improve the Peninsu-
laÕs trash situation, Lindenthal said.

A ban would not pertain to other uses of
polystyrene foam, such as packaging, he
said. Within food services, it would not
eliminate polystyrene foam used for by
grocery stores for raw meat.

Eliminating food containers from circulation could benefit
the local environment, Lindenthal said, since polystyrene is
not biodegradable and foam products easily break into
smaller pieces that can appear like food to wildlife Ñ both
on land and in the ocean.

ÒWhen you see those kinds of cups and containers, you
have to have the realization that they never break down,Ó
said Carmel Mayor Sue McCloud. ÒWhen it fragments (into
smaller pieces), it can be ingested by animals, which obvi-
ously is not good for their systems.Ó

McCloud appears to be in position to have significant

Please see Styrofoam page B2

Styrofoam Ôto-goÕ boxes
may go away if lawmakers
follow green promotion

ÒWhen you
see those
kinds of
cups and
containers,
you have to
have the
realization
that they
never break
down.Ó
Sue McCloud
Carmel mayor


