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Salinas prepares for slowﬁown

Lowers revenue
estimates by $1M thusday.
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$2 million.

Ol1tOs no surprise,O Kever sai = eral fund revenues, which

OThe declining 6Yes IOm pay for city services such as

___home sales and the tightening concerned, police, firefighters and street
repair.

slowdown, which we anticipat- all of the For the coming year, the

ncil is finance director is lowering

Federal officials say the national ed. But itOs happening at aCoOUu

economy is sound, but Salinas Finance slightly faster rate than we had concerned. Othe sales tax forecast by
Director Tom Kever is not taking any ~anticipated.O

chances.

Sales taxes fell 4 percent

The C|tyOs financial officer is lower- during the past six months of

next fiscal year by $1 million, while
projecting that dramatic cuts to the
state budget proposed by the governor
could cut the cityOs intake by another

Salinas Mayor
Dennis Donohue

Building and construction materials

accounts for one third of gen-

percent increase.
Kever

believes the city
ing the cityOs estimated revenues for 2007, a $500,000 hit to city coffers, could still hit its target revenue for this
according to KeverOs financial report. fiscal year, but it will depend on how
much shopping was done in Decem-
sales are down 19 percent, and car ber in the cityOs limits. The report
sales are down 6 percent. Sales tax from the state Franchise Tax Board

wonOt get to Salinas until the end of
March. ~

OThis year thereOs still ~a good
chance to make $77.4 millionO in total
income, Kever said. OBut our sales tax
is down, which reduces the base to
carry over to the 2008-009 revenue.O

The economic slowdown is not

$700,000, which assumes a 3 good news for Salinas, which took sev-

eral years to recover from a financial
downturn in 2004 that led to a $15 mil-
lion reduction in city services. After
the passage of Measure V, a half-cent
tax to fund library, police and other

Please se8alinas page B4

Man VOwSs

to fight
convictio
for fraud

fl
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A Carmel Valley man is vow-
ing to appeal his conviction on
36 counts of insurance fraud,
grand theft, forgery and tax
evasion.

A jury this week convicted
Michael Vousden on all counts
that he sold fake medical mal-
practice insurance to womenQOs
clinics across the country.

Vousden, 59, faces a maxi-
mum of 34 years in prison when
he is sentenced April 4. The
prosecutor
and his
defense attor-
ney said such
a stiff sentence

is not likely,
though  nei-
ther  expects

him to be
released with
time served.

Vousden has been held at
Monterey County Jail_on a no-
bail immigration hold N he is a
British citizen N since his arrest
in 2004. With Ogood-time-work-
time,O he will have approxi-
mately five years of jail credit,
said Ronal Smetana, who prose-
cuted the case for the state
Attorney GeneralOs Office.

Smetana said he was pleased
with the verdict. He said he had
not decided how much time he
would recommend when Vous-
den goes before Judge Terrance
Duncan for sentencing.

Defense attorney Miguel Her-
nandez said he may file a motion
for a new trial at the April 4 hear-
ing and plans to appeal.

He said Vousden will fight
efforts to deport him to Great
Britain.

OBoth Mr. Vousden and | are
very disappointed,O he said of
the verdict. OWe do not believe
the prosecution proved specific
intent in this case, that he specif-
ically intended to deceive these
people.O

Vousden was at one time
licensed to sell insurance in the
British Virgin Islands, but has
never been licensed in California

or elsewhere in the United
States.
He said his licensing

Please se¥ousden page B4

OCEAN STUDIES

math, science
mternshlps for
MAOS students

ORVILLE MYERS/The Herald
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Creating a tutorial to build a
remotely operated vehicle. Collecting
fish measurements from spear fishers.
Testing drag forces on an underwater
robot.

These might not sound like typical
high school science projects, but this is
not a typical high school.

Students at the Monterey Academy

of Oceanographic Science, a public
college-preparatory school on the cam-

pus of Monterey High School, partici-

Alison Haupt,
above, MAOS
alumnus and a
graduate student
at Hopkins
Marine Station in
Pacific Grove,
works on DNA
testing in her
study of sea
snails and sea
cucumber larvae.
Left, samples of
the wavy top
snail and its shell.

®©n the W

See the online version of this story on our Web site to
learn more about the Monterey Academy of

montereyherald.con Oceanographic Science.

pate in math- or science-related intern-

ships during their junior or senior year.
OThe internships range from work-

ing with scientists at Moss Landing

Marine Laboratory to a local orthodon-

tist to accountants,O said Therese May-

had the idea to form a separate pro- students.

gram on campus and got seed money, a

Applicants are required to write

$35,000 grant from the state Depart- admission essays and provide recom-

ment of Education.

Now, the Monterey Peninsula Uni-

mendations from middle school math
and English teachers. Students from all

one, administrative coordinator at the fied School District pays for teachersO parts of the county come to the
school known as MAOS. Olt varies from salaries and classroom space, and the academy.

student to student. The students are rest of the school®s money comes from MAOS students take several field
grants, donations by parents and fund- trips during their four years N includ-

very motivated.O

The 242 students at MAOS take raisers. Although it is a public school,

ing trips to the University of California-

intensive classes in math and science, parents are asked to donate $650 per Berkeley, Hopkins Marine Station in

with a special focus on marine science.
Ninety-nine percent of its graduates go
on to four-year colleges, said Mayone.

The academy was created in 1994 for freshman admissions were received
and the program accepted only 60

after a Monterey High School teacher

year if they can, Mayone said.

Monterey and Elkhorn Slough, and viti-

Admissions are competitive, Mayone culture tours N where students learn
said. Last year, about 120 applications the chemistry behind winemaking.
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Outpouring
brings boy
to the otters

Contact us’

fyouOre from McKinney, Texas, you
arenOt likely to run across sea otters.
So if Peter Barr was ever going to
see a sea otter, he knew his best bet
was to find his way to Monterey,
where the recumbent little ocean
characters bob all day in the bay .

Peter and his family are in town this
weekend for a sea otter vacation. Almost
14 months ago, Peter got extremely sick
and doctors discovered he had a diffuse
intrinsic pontine glioma in his brain. The
tumor is inoperable, and Peter beat the
odds when he recently celebrated his
8th birthday.

Peter and his family, including three
brothers and sisters, already had a
Make-a-Wish trip to Disney World in
March.

The longer he lived, the more he
wanted to indulge his passion for

Local News -

animals. He loves animals of all kinds,

especially otters.

So the Barr family planned a family

vacation to Monterey County.

Locals pitch inE

The Barr family originally planned to
drive to Monterey in March, but PeterOs

health was declining.

So when word spread throughout

Monterey County that he might not

survive to make the trip, the community

response was a minor miracle. In a
matter of 10 days, locals who heard
about PeterOs plight contributed so

much that the Barrs were able to fly to
Monterey, said Terri Brazinsky, who

helped with the effort.

Someone loaned the family a beach

wheelchair. The Monterey Bay

Agquarium is providing a personalized
Osea otter experience.O Restaurants are
providing meals for the family.

The Vision Quest Ranch, which has
wild animals on its Salinas Valley
property, is providing two nights
lodging. There will be limousine rides, a
loaned van, gift baskets, a photo album
and ice cream coupons.

Brazinsky said she is astounded by
the response.

The Professor agrees. We live in an
astounding area, all the more so
because so many of us love to share.

The family arrived here ValentineOs
Day and will stay through Wednesday.
With several days left in PeterOs trip to
Monterey, Brazinsky said she is still
accepting donations.

Reach her at 625-2897.

E-maihhcity@montereyheralBaa87E-84010E Livernois - City Edit@#46-4354

MEOENETEEEREEEY
Hospital needs
blood donors

critical blood shortage is prompting
ACommunity Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula to open its Blood Center from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. today. The center is at
the Hartnell Professional Center, 576
Hartnell St., Suite 100.

The hospital is experiencing shortages
of all blood type, but types O negative, O
positive, B negative and B positive are in
critical demand. To donate blood, you
must be in good health, older than 16
and weigh more than 110 pounds.
Donating takes about an hour.

For information, see www.chomp.org.

MEAEREIENEA
Volunteers needed for restoration
at Fort Ord Dunes State Park

Return of the Natives and the REI
store are inviting volunteers to help a day
of restoration at Fort Ord Dunes State
Park from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today. Native
plants will be planted as part of an effort
to repair a vital habitat for the Western
snowy plover. Tools, shacks and water
will be provided.

To get to the park, exit Highway 1 at
the Lightfighter or CSUMB Campus
exits, turn left at Second Avenue, left on
Divarity Street and follow the state park
signs. For information, see
http://watershed.csumb.edu/ron.

MEOENETEEEREEEY
Workshop on tap about
pruning historic fruit trees

Master Gardener and Certified
Arborist Peter Quintanilla will offer a
three-hour workshop on pruning historic
fruit trees 9 a.m. to noon today at the
Cooper-Molera Adobe historic garden,
525 Polk St.

The fee is $25. The class is limited to
20 people. The money will go to the
maintenance of the Cooper Historic
Garden, part of the Monterey State
Historic Park, which is owned by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

For information, call 372-6410.

SEEEAESEIEDEE
Blazing Bike Rally
set for Wednesday

The city of Seaside and the Amgen
Tour of California will host a Blazing
Bike Rally from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday at
Laguna Grande Park on Canyon Del Rey
Boulevard to celebrate the world-class
bike raceOs stop on the Monterey
Peninsula.

There will be a bonfire and musical
performances, headlined by Grammy
Award winner Juice Newton.

ThursdayOs festivities resume at 8:30
a.m. in front of City Hall across from the
park. Stage 4 of the race will begin there
at10 a.m.

All events are free and open to the
public.

MEOENETEEEREEEY
Sea Air CO2 Committee to hold
public information meeting

The Sea Air CO2 Committee will hold
a public information meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday in Conference Room 3 at
Central Coast Properties, 850 Munras
Ave., Monterey.

Sea Air CO2 is concerned with the
relations and feedback loops among
Ogreenhouse gases,O climate disruption,
and the declining health and productivity
of the oceans.

Lance Monosoff, principal of Central
Coast Properties will be host.
Refreshments will be served. The
meeting will be followed by an optional,
Ono hostO meal at a nearby cafe.
Admission is free. Reservations are
recommended.

For information, call 238-0262.

MEOENETEEEREEEY
Parks and Recreation
meeting is Thursday

The Monterey Parks and Recreation
Commission Meeting is set for 7 p.m.
Thursday in the City Council Chambers,
Few Memorial Hall, Pacific and Madison
streets.

For information, call 646-3866.




